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Abstract 
The Alans, a nomadic people mentioned in classical sources since the 1st century A.D., 
settled in the region north of the Black Sea and the Caucasus. They were not indigenous 
to these territories but came from the east. The Alans played a significant role in 
relations between the Romans and Parthians, and later between the Byzantines and 
Sasanians. Over their long history, Alan society underwent major changes, including 
conversion to Christianity in the 10th century and the establishment of the so-called 
medieval Alania, which fell under the onslaught of the Mongol invasion of Europe. This 
article examines the significance of the Alans for the Caucasus, as well as the 
differences in their behavior in this region compared to the West. On one hand, they 
displayed conservatism and adherence to tradition; on the other, a pronounced tendency 
toward assimilation. In the West, as with the Alans deported by the Mongols to China 
during the Yuan dynasty, assimilation was primarily linguistic (Alan words are rare in 
European languages). Yet, this people managed to preserve their epic tradition, which 
may even have influenced the Arthurian cycle. 
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Abstract 
In 1801, Eastern Georgia officially became part of the Russian Empire, thus 
transforming into a significant political and cultural crossroads between Russia and 
Persia. A review of the works of European travelers who visited Georgia in the 19th and 
first quarter of the 20th centuries reveals a wealth of information regarding the ethno-
religious composition of the population of Tiflis/Tbilisi. The article is a comprehensive 
study of numerous aspects, including the settlement of Persians in Tiflis, their activities 
and the impact of Persian influence on the city's population. The focus of this study is 
particularly oriented towards the examination of Tiflis markets, caravanserais, Maidan 
and Persian influence on specific urban edifices. European travelers, with rare 
exceptions, did not stay in Tiflis for long and did not establish personal ties with the 
local population. Nevertheless, it is evident that the information contained within their 
writings represented the knowledge which an educated European reader could acquire 
on the aforementioned subjects. The rich material of these travelers, the writings of 
which have not yet been widely disseminated within the scientific community, constitute 
a very valuable source for research. Western tourists were attracted by the oriental 
exoticism of Tbilisi, and the trend towards romanticization of the town continued until 
the first quarter of the 20th century. 
 
Keywords: Tiflis/Tbilisi, European travelers, Persians, Persian influence, Tiflis bazaars, 
interior of buildings 
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The article examines some issues of the entry into the territory of Iran of the Armed 
Forces of the USSR and British troops within the framework of the Operation 
Countenance in August 1941. Among other things, the Allies established a transport 
corridor through Iran (the Persian Corridor), through which almost 34 percent of all the 
Lend-Lease supplies were delivered to the USSR. The Allied operation to secure the 
corridor and control the roads and railways from the southern ports of Iran to the 
Transcaucasian Soviet border and Iranian ports on the Caspian Sea was carried out 
against the backdrop of a complex political situation inside Iran. 
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Abstract 
This paper reviews the history of the study of Armenian-Ossetic linguistic contacts and 
analyzing the directions of development of this topic. The question of possible contacts 
between Armenian and Ossetic has drawn the attention of many researchers. The 
interaction between these languages is generally considered from two perspectives: 
through direct contacts or through a shared substratum. In the first case, the focus is on 
analyzing lexical borrowings from one language into the other, whereas when studying 
the common Caucasian substrate, phonological, morphological and syntactic parameters 
are also brought into the discussion. 
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Abstract 
After the Fourth Ecumenical Council (Chalcedon, 451), the Armenian Church 
condemned the Chalcedonian dogma, but part of the Armenian people recognized it. 
Armenian sources called those who accepted the oros of the Council of Chalcedon in 
different ways and, within the framework of confessional polemics, tried to present them 
in a negative context. At the beginning of the 20th century, Academician N. Marr 
introduced the term 
Armenians who adhered to the Byzantine (i.e. Roman, Greek) and, to some extent, 
Georgian Churches. This term, though well established, requires re-evaluation.  
 
Keywords: s, Chalcedonian Armenians, Roman Armenians, 
Hay-Horoms, Orthodox Armenians, Melkites 
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Abstract 
The article deals with the e
characteristic for the Ossetian Nart epic and legends, as well as for the Arthurian cycle, 
in the songs-chronicles of the Hutsuls  the Ukrainians of the Carpathian region. In 
Hutsul folklore, this motif is associated with the noble robber Oleksa Dovbush and his 
battle ax, which the hero orders to drown in the Danube before his death. Like the 
Ossetian nart Batraz, he cannot die without this. The three sins of Dovbush, which led to 
his death, also have correspondences in the Ossetian tradition. 
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Abstract  
The article analyzes the symbolism of the wolf, which became the basis for the idea of 
the mythological ethnogenesis of modern Turks. The image of the wolf unites many 
concepts and ethnonyms associated with the Turkic-speaking peoples. However, the 
analysis of the symbolism of the wolf demonstrates the diversity of its connotations in 
different traditions, and its connection with the ethnonyms of the Turkic-speaking 
peoples indicates the nonlinearity and complexity of the historical development of the 
latter. If myths and terms are often used to create the illusion of unity, historical facts 
and scientific analysis just testify to the diversity of the conglomerate of Turkic-
speaking peoples. A critical approach to the study of terms and myths allows us to better 
understand how symbols and legends influenced the formation of ethnic and cultural 
identity. 
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Abstract 
The study examines an unpublished 1932 manuscript by Abgar Payazat, an Armenian-
Udi intellectual of the early 20th century. Entitled Theory, Grammar, and Brief 
Dictionary of the Udi Language and currently preserved in the National Archives of the 
Republic of Armenia, the 274-page manuscript presents a comprehensive description of 
the Udi language, with sections on grammar, orthography, word formation, declension, 
numerals, and phonetics. Beyond its linguistic scope, the manuscript offers valuable 
ethnographic material, including a collection of proverbs, riddles, folk songs, and 
legends, as well as a historical overview of the Udi people and their settlements. This 

identity. 
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Abstract 
The article examines the issues of ethnogenesis, language, and religious identity of the 
Gagauz  a Turkic-speaking Orthodox Christian people residing in Moldova, Ukraine, 
and the Balkans. It discusses the main hypotheses of Gagauz origins, their cultural code, 
and the role of religion in shaping their ethnic self-awareness. Special attention is paid 

-century policy and its impact on the ethnic and cultural identity of the 
Gagauz people. 
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Abstract 
The article examines the status of ethnic minorities in the Republic of Azerbaijan from 
the 1990s to the present, focusing on Lezgins, Talysh, and Tats. It is argued that the 

administrative control, narrows the space for cultural autonomy and political 
participation. Particular attention is paid to the transborder dimension of the Lezgin 
question, the phenomenon of suppressed identity among the Talishis, and the erosion of 
linguistic domains among the Tats. The article concludes that the accumulation of 
ethnic, clan-based, and institutional contradictions fuels steady dynamics of 

very existence of this in fact artificial state formation.  
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Abstract 
Over the nearly century-long history of the Turkish Republic, its special services have 
played a key role in preserving statehood, and carried out a number of special operations 
that were of significant importance to the country. A special niche is occupied by the 
National Security Service of Turkey (NSS),  whose activities during World War II 
allowed Turkey not only to avoid attack, but also not to get involved in the war as part 
of any alliance. The article provides an overview of a number of special operations of 
the Turkish special services during World War II, and also examines the issues of 
cooperation between the Turkish special services and the special services of different 
countries.  
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Abstract 
Despite the apparent contradictions and even serious problems in relations between 
Israel and Turkey in recent times, these countries maintain both common interests and 
interaction, albeit unofficial, on the issues that are most important to them. The role of 
both states as conductors of American influence in the region has not been revised. 
However, in the current situation, there is another significant link between Ankara and 
Tel Aviv, which not only prevents them from seriously conflicting, but also opens up 
enormous economic, political and military-strategic prospects, namely, under the 
condition of activating partnership relations and transferring them to the status of an ally 
- Azerbaijan. Baku, interacting with both the Turkish and Israeli sides at the highest 
level, already allows them to put pressure on Iran, aim for more systematic work in the 
Central Asian states and even more openly confront Russia in the South Caucasus. Such 
prospects, in turn, push Azerbaijan, Turkey and Israel not only to overcome 
contradictions, but also to create a trilateral alliance pact - extremely beneficial both to 
their current political regimes and to more global players - primarily the US and the EU, 
interested in maximally limiting and displacing the influence of Russia, China, and Iran 
in the Eurasian space. 
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